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The United Benefice of East Molesey was formed in 2004 bringing together the parishes of St. 
Paul’s and St. Mary’s.  St. Paul’s had a Priest in Charge incumbent and St. Mary’s had just 
entered a period of interregnum.  The ministerial arrangements were that the Priest in Charge 
would become Vicar holding the freehold of both parishes.  A House for Duty Priest would 
maintain services at St. Mary’s.  Two lay ministers from St. Paul’s would also assist St. 
Mary’s.  Since that time St. Paul’s have, with St. Mary’s, sponsored an NSM and another lay 
minister, both of whom are now licensed to the Benefice. Both parishes have otherwise 
remained independent with separate buildings, PCCs, wardens and finances. The priorities of 
the United Benefice are to see the two churches in East Molesey building on the excellent 
foundations developed over recent years to be at the heart of a worshipping, loving, 
welcoming, growing, serving, witnessing and healing community. �
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